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SDOH & Place Project

Launching in Fall 2023

A FREE PLATFORM FOR PLACE-BASED HEALTH EQUITY DATA DISCOVERY & PRACTICE  

What is Data about SDOH & Place?

The Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) are the conditions in which people are born, 
live, learn, work, play, worship, & age that a�ect a range of health outcomes.

Ensuring all have easy access to harmonized, Place-Based SDOH data in which they 
live, work, advocate for, and/or research is crucial for health equity.

Place-based data about SDOH is often geospatial in nature, linking crucial information 
about the neighborhoods and regions in which people reside.

The Challenge

Place-based SDOH data can be di�cult to find 
and di�cult to use. It is often split across 
multiple, siloed, programs and systems that often 
take years to master, from city data outlets to the 

Our goal is to make it easier to access and work 
with SDOH and place data, breaking down existing 
silos to further health equity.

Coming Soon

Community 

Toolkit

Learn how to work with Place 
Data, Explore Health Equity in 
Your Neighborhood, & Build Your 

Own App

SDOH Data 

Discovery

Find free, high-quality SDOH 
Data by Topic and/or Location 
within rural, suburban, or urban 

U.S. places.

Advisory Board

Stakeholder Team

Technical Team

Core Team

Our team is based out of the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign via Dr.  Kolak's Healthy Regions & 
Policies (HEROP) Lab at the Department of Geography & 
GIScience, and Dr. Zhai's team at the Department of 
Computer Science 

This project is funded in part by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. 

Spring 2023 research assistants supporting Place metadata harmonization included Sarthak Joshi, Augustyn 
Crane, and Jorge Corral. We are excited to welcome José J. Alavez (Postdoctoral Scholar), Kamaria Massey 
(Research Associate), and Andre Budo (Graphic Designer) to the team shortly!

Contact Us

Email: mkolak@illinois.edu 
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